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CHAPTER]:,

Overview: &

Aims :

1. To understand the goals of this book.

2. To gain a better understanding of what is considered
good academic writing in English.

Goals for This Book

1A ZOARZ EFIHES I

J Reading 1A: ‘

Goals for This Book

Academic Writing is an advanced level textbook for individuals who
wish to refine their writing skills. Through reading passages and com-
pleting exercises, you will learn the skills necessary to write a good re-
search paper! in English. This book will take you, step-by-step, through
the necessary stages involved in writing a well-organized paper.

This textbook consists of three main parts. Part I is an overview of
this book and aims to give you a general understanding of what is con-

1 research paper - i3 (¥ LW iE3(d Reading 1B % 2)



sidered good academic writing in English. Part II discusses the steps
involved in preparing to write a research paper. Specifically, Chapter 2
describes the initial planning stages, such as narrowing down a topic,
composing a thesis statement and brainstorming. Chapter 3 discus-
ses the final process in the planning stage —organizing and outlining.
Chapter 4 then introduces strategies in locating relevant outside sourc-
es? as well as appropriate ways of citing® them. The third and final
section of the book covers the three main components of an academic
paper while providing advice on how to successfully finish it.

Upon completion of this book, you should not only have a better
idea of what is considered good academic writing in English, but
will also have the experience of actually writing a research paper in
English.

@ Comprehension Check 1A:

1. What should you gain through reading passages and completing
exercises in this book?

2. If you want to get a general idea of what this book is about, which
part should you read?

3. Which chapters deal with the steps necessary in preparing to write
a paper?

4. Which chapter contains information on how to find relevant mate-
rials?

2 outside sources - 3Z#k, il
3 cite-5|H9 3
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5. What should you learn from Part III of this textbook?

6. What are the two things you are expected to gain upon completion
of this book?

Writing a Research Paper
RS E R MES S

(0 Reading 15: §

Writing a Research Paper

1B

A fallacy of some repute and some duration is the one which as-
sumes that because a student can write an adequate essay in his?
native language, he can necessarily write an adequate essay in a
second language. (Kaplan, 1966, p. 3)

According to Kaplan (1966), many foreign students with advanced
English proficiency have been told by their instructors that their pa-
pers are “somehow out of focus,” “lack organization,” or “lack cohe-
sion.” In other words, their papers do not appear “logical” to their
instructors. If these same students are able to write “well-organized”
and “logical” papers in their native language, it would seem only nat-

4 COMXABHLNHIIBTIRE [A] ZRTRAHE LT he PfEDR TV, BIE7AVAT
BB EZES DIRBI SN TS, oL LB ORTHAINHTWAN, EICHEIE
® they FHEDNDr —AHE 1,

out of focus - EY bAFFThTWS

6 lack cohesion - 5 L FEH LT WAL, EXHFINTNT

wm



ural for them to be able to transfer this skill to their second language.
This, unfortunately, is not always the case. Some researchers (e.g.,
Kaplan, 1966; Okabe, 1993) argue that this is because the definition
as well as purpose of “logic” and “rhetoric”” vary across cultures. On
the other hand, some studies have shown that the conventions that
govern research articles have become universal. For example, Taylor
& Chen (1991) compared Anglo-American and Chinese scientific texts
and found that the underlying patterns take “virtually no account of
language systems, and little account of either national or disciplinary
culture” (p. 332). In our increasingly interdependent world, perhaps
the standards that govern “good academic writing” have become uni-
versal.® However, the fact remains that knowledge of the English lan-
guage is not enough. To write a “good paper” in English, one must first
understand the definition, components and purposes of a research pa-
per. This reading passage will, therefore, begin by presenting a defini-
tion of a research paper, followed by a summary of the characteristics
of an “effective paper” as presented by Langan (1985).

Definition

According to Roberts (1985) a research paper is a “formal essay in
which the author seeks to prove a thesis® partly by providing evidence
gathered from outside sources” (p. 178). To emphasize the relevance
of the thesis statement, researchers often begin by conducting a liter-
ature review.!° To fill in the gaps left by previous articles, researchers
conduct their own original research. Although it is important to find
enough material to support the thesis, the paper should not simply be
a random collection of other people’s ideas. The main purpose of a

7 rhetoric - 5&EFE, LY v T, DF D EFARBEOZ L&

8  WEEED [HREE] fLic b a > EEDMHmE LT, HEHNOSHETE I NI TY .. HERY
2 EREEERH - L Y v I RS TORBADTZ L,

9 thesis - . EI. DEVESPINPSHHLES>ETE7A4T 47 FEL 1347 ~54_—
Y EBIH)

10 literature review (F7z13 literature search) - XERFHZE (F£L < 1375~80R—Y 22 H)
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research paper is to present an original thesis and to prove it through
logical argument using concrete support obtained from reliable sourc-
es.

Characteristics of an Effective Research Paper

To accomplish the above, Langan (1985) emphasizes the impor-
tance of the following four points: “to advance a single point (thesis)
and stick to that point, to support the point with specific evidence,
to organize and connect the specific evidence, and to write clear,
error-free sentences” (p. 63). Let us now examine the above four points
in more detail.

Advance a single point (thesis) and stick to that point. The main
idea is always expressed at the beginning as a thesis statement. The
rest of the paper is then organized to logically support the statement
(e.g., A is B because of the following three reasons). The arguments
are stated clearly and directly without digressing.!' Non-native
English speakers need to be especially careful since, as mentioned
earlier, rhetoric and logic tend to be influenced by culture. What you
consider “relevant” might be considered “tangential”!? by your English
instructor. Remember that academics reading papers generally skim
through!? and expect them to follow a predictable pattern. They do not
expect to be amused or informed about anything other than the thesis
being proposed. When in doubt, have your instructor take a look at
your outline' or rough draft!®> before writing the first draft.

Support the point with specific evidence. The two excerpts below

11 digress - AX#»5TND, BT 2

12 tangential - A, SPHRL TS

13 skim through - (A% &%) Eo LiFite, BLFHEAT S

14 outline - GHXOMRED) G GEL 3 3RESM)

15 rough draft - GHXOHRED) T#x GELL I 6 HE2BH)



are trying to make the same point: the increase in the number of
returnees.'® The second quote, however, is much more convincing
since it has concrete evidence to support the statement: the source
of information and statistics.

® The number of children being educated abroad is increasing every
year.

® According to the Ministry of Foreign Affair’s 1992 survey, there are
an estimated 51,000 Japanese children being educated abroad at
present. This is three times that of 1975 when there were an esti-
mated 16,000 (Japan Education Almanac Publication Committee,
1993) .

Locating outside sources, therefore, is essential when writing a re-
search paper. Evidence can be obtained from various sources includ-
ing books, journals, magazines, and interviews. Going through the
published literature to locate relevant material is called a literature
review. This helps you understand the topic you are writing about bet-
ter. Citing a variety of sources, particularly recent ones, also indicates
to the reader that you are well-informed on the subject and that your
conclusions can be trusted. When choosing which materials to use,
two things should be considered. One is whether the information is
relevant in supporting the thesis statement. The other is whether the
information is from a reliable source. Remember, just because some-
thing has been published does not guarantee its reliability.

Organize and connect the specific evidence. Once the literature
review has been completed, one must decide how to organize the pa-
per to support the thesis statement in a “logical” manner. Oshima &
Hogue (1991) propose four useful patterns in organizing essays, name-
ly: chronological order, logical division, cause & effect, and compari-

16 returnee - i1, JRELE
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son & contrast.

(I) Chronological order means that information in the paper is organ-
ized according to when things happened, from oldest to newest.
This is especially useful when explaining historical events, biogra-
phies, scientific or technical processes, and progress within a field
of study.

(2) Logical division is useful when covering a relatively broad topic.
Logical division means separating the topic into two or more cate-
gories. This reading passage, for example, is divided into two main
categories: (i) definition of a research paper and (ii) characteristics
of an effective paper (which is further divided into four sub-
categories).

(3) When we want to know why a certain phenomenon or event has
occurred the most commonly used format is the cause and effect
format. The cause and effect format begins by considering various
possible factors that might be responsible for causing the particu-
lar phenomenon in question. For example, if one were to examine
problems in the current educational system, one might begin by
first presenting the problems, then exploring some possible causes
and finally examining the relationship between the causes and ef-
fects.

(4) Comparison and contrast is frequently used to help illuminate dif-
ferences. Compare the following two excerpts.

1) Traditional Japanese food is relatively low in calories. A stan-
dard meal consisting of rice, miso soup, fish and vegetables is
only about 300-500 calories.

2) Traditional Japanese food is relatively low in calories. A stan-
dard meal consisting of rice, miso soup, fish and vegetables is
only about 300-500 calories. In sharp contrast is a western style
meal of spaghetti and salad which can amount to a total of 800-
1000 calories.

Unless the reader is knowledgeable about calories to begin with, the

18



first excerpt is not enough to make a strong impression. The second
excerpt, however, is likely to impress most people since a clear com-
parison is presented.

Write clear, error-free sentences. Although writing “error-free”
sentences may seem unrealistic, it is fairly easy to avoid simple and
glaring mistakes.!” Prior to turning in your paper, always proofread
it at least twice—once to check the flow of the whole paper to make
sure that the arguments are clear and logically organized and a sec-
ond time to check for spelling and grammar mistakes. These mistakes
are especially distracting and unnecessary since most word processing
programs nowadays can check for spelling and grammar mistakes.

Conclusion

Writing a paper in a second language is not merely a matter of
writing something in one’s native language and then translating it.
Writing, like other forms of communication, is influenced by culture.
What is considered good writing in one culture may not be appreci-
ated in another. Hence, to be able to write a good English paper, it is
essential to first understand the purpose as well as the characteristics
of an effective research paper.

17 glaring mistake - B 5 27z ffiE L
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@ Comprehension Check 1B:

1. According to Okabe and Kaplan, are logic and rhetoric universal?

2. According to the author, what is the first step in learning how to
write a good research paper?

w

What is the main purpose of a research paper?

4. According to Langan (1985), what are the four characteristics of an
effective paper?




5. Why does the author say that non-native speakers need to be es-
pecially careful about stating their arguments clearly and directly
without going off on a tangent?
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6. What is a literature review?

7. When conducting a literature review, what are the two criteria for
determining whether a particular source should be used or not?

8. What are the four suggested patterns in organizing an essay?

9. If you are planning to write a paper on the historical development
of women’s rights in Japan, which of the four patterns proposed by
Oshima and Hogue would you be likely to use?

10.Why does the author state that spelling mistakes are especially un-
necessary?
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i © A fallacy of some repute and some duration is that one which
assumes that because a student can write an adequate essay in
his native language, he can necessarily write an adequate one in
a second language. (Kaplan, 1966, p.3)
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